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Docket No. 8688.6808 

^312 IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

u»( — 1 



Date: June 1, 1999 ^ 

_= ^Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
S oWashington, D.C. 20231 

REISSUE APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL 

Transmitted herewith is the application for reissue of U.S. 

[X] Utility Patent [] Plant Patent [] Design Patent 

I No. 5,634,706 issued on June 3, 1997. 

j Inventor(s): James E. Barry 

i Title: ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR SHELL 

" Enclosed are the following: 

t 1. Specification, claim(s) and drawing(s) (37 C.F.R. §1.173) 

(a) [X] 7 page(s) of specification 
[X] 4 page(s) of claims 

[X] 1 page(s) of abstract 

(b) [X] 4 sheet(s) of drawing which are copies of the printed drawings of the patent 
(drawings not amended) 

[X] Formal 
[] Informal 

[X] No changes in the drawings, upon which the original patent was issued, 

are to be made. Therefore, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 174(a), 
please find attached, in the size required for original drawings: 

[X] a copy of the printed drawings of the patent. 

[] a photo print of the original drawings. 

[] a letter requesting transfer of the drawings from 

the original patent file to this reissue application 

is attached. 



Page 1 of 4 



Declaration and power of attorney 

[X] 2 pages of declaration and power of attorney 

Preliminary amendment 

[X] Attached 

Offer to surrender the original letters patent in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.178 is 
included in the Declaration. 

[X] Offer to surrender is by the inventor. 

[] along with assent of assignee. 

[] Offer to surrender is by the assignee of the entire interest (and the reissue 
application does not seek to enlarge the claims of the original patent). 

Letters patent 

[] Original letters patent are attached. 

[X] Declaration that original letters patent lost or inaccessible is attached. 
[] A copy of the original printed patent is attached. 
Petition to proceed without assignee's assent. 

[] Attached hereto is a "PETITION TO PROCEED WITH REISSUE 
APPLICATION WITHOUT ASSIGNEE'S ASSENT". 

A. [] The fee payment is authorized in the attached: 

[] "REISSUE APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL" Form 
[] "COMPLETION OF FILING REQUIREMENTS - REISSUE 
APPLICATION" Form. 

B. [] Payment is authorized below. 
Information Disclosure Statement 

[] Attached 

[] Copies of the IDS citation(s) is/are attached. 
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8. Priority - 35 U.S.C. §119 

[] Priority of Application No. , filed on , in is claimed under 35 U.S.C. § 119. 
[] The certified copy has been filed in prior application No. filed on . 

9. Basic Filing Fee Calculation (37 C.F.R. §1.1 6(h), (i) and (j) 

CLAIMS AS FILED (With Preliminary Amendment) 

Number Filed Number Extra Rate Basic Fee 

(37 C.F.R. 1.16(h)) 



$760.00 



Total Claims 27 - 20 (and also in 

excess of total claims 



in patent) x $18.00 $126.00 

Independent 9 -3 (number of 

Claims independent claims 

in patent) x $78.00 $468.00 

Filing Fee Calculation $1,354.00 

10. Small Entity Status (if applicable) 

[X] A statement that this filing is by a small entity is 
[X] attached. 

Filing Fee Calculation (50% of above) $677.00 

11. Additional Fee Payments 

[] Payment is being made for "PETITION TO PROCEED WITH REISSUE 
APPLICATION WITHOUT ASSIGNEE" 

(37 C.F.R. § 1.17(h) $130.00 

12. Total Fees Due 

Filing Fee $ 
Petition Fee $ 
Total Fees Due $ 
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13. 



Method of Payment of Fees 



[X] Enclosed is a check in the amount of $677.00. 

[] Charge Account No. in the amount of $. 
A duplicate of this request is attached. 

14. Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 



[X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the following additional fees 
by this paper and during the entire pendency of this application to Account No. 
13-1130 for any underpayment. 



[] 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(a), (f) or (g) (filing fees) 

[] 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(b), (c) and (d) (presentation of extra claims) 

[] 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(e) (surcharge for filing the basic filing fee and/or declaration on a date 

later than the filing date of the application) 
[] 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(a)(l)-(5) (extension fees pursuant to § 1.136(a)). 
[] 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 (application processing fees) 

[] 37 C.F.R. § 1.18 (issue fee at or before mailing of Notice of Allowance, pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1.311(b)) 



15. Additional Enclosures 

Copy of U.S. Patent No. 5,63 




b\ i 1 4* 
^ 7 



Daniel S. Polley, Reg. No. 34,902 



Daniel S. Polley, Esq. 

Malin, Haley, DiMaggio & Crosby, P.A. 

One East Broward Boulevard 

Suite 1609 

Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33303 

(954) 763-3303 

(954) 522-6507 (facsimile) 
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Applicant or Patentee: JAMES BARRY Attorney's 

Serial No. or Patent No.: To be assigned Docket: 8688.6808 

Filed or Issued: Concurrently herewith 

For: REISSUE OF (AS. PATENT NO. 5,634,706 

Title: ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR SHELL 

VERIFIED STATEMENT (DECLARATION) CLAIMING SMALL ENTITY STATUS 
(37 CFR 1.9(c) and 1.27(b)) ■ INDEPENDENT INVENTOR 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that I qualify as an independent inventor as defined in 37 
CFR 1.9(c) for purposes of paying reduced fees under §41 (a) and (b) of Title 35, United States Code, 
to the Patent and Trademark Office with regard to the invention entitled ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR 
SHELL which is a reissue application of U.S. Patent No. 5,634,706 described in 

[X] the specification filed herewith 
[] application serial no. , filed 
[] patent no. , issued 

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed or licensed and am under no obligation under contract or taw 
to assign, grant, convey or license, any rights in the invention to any person who could not be classified 
as an independent inventor under 37 CFR 1.9(c) if that person had made the invention, or to any 
concern which would not qualify as a small business concern under 37 CFR 1.9(d) or a nonprofit 
organization under 37 CFR 1.9(e). 

Each person, concern or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed, or licensed or am 
under an obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or license any rights in the invention 
is listed below: 

[] no such person, concern, or organization 

[] persons, concerns, or organizations listed below* 

NOTE: Separate Verified Statements are required from each named person, concern, or organization having rights to 
the invention averring to their status as small entities. (37 CFR 1 .27) 

FULL NAME: 
ADDRESS: 

[ J INDIVIDUAL [ ] SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN [ ] NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 



I acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent, notification of any change in status resulting 
in loss of entitlement to small entity status prior to paying, or at the time of paying, the earliest of the 
issue fee or any maintenance fee due after the date on which status as a small entity is no longer 
appropriate. (37 CFR 1.28(b)) 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements 
made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with 
the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, 
or both, under §1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this verified 
statement is directed. 

JAMES BARRY 

Signature y 

Date: &~Q/~ 99 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

June 1, 1999 

In re application of : JAMES E. BARRY 

Patent No. : 5,634,706 

Patent Grant Date : June 3, 1997 

For : ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR SHELL 

Original Examiner : Quach, Y. 

Original Art Unit : 3406 

Our File No. : 8688.6808 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Hon. Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Preliminary to the Examination of the reissue application, please amend the 
above-captioned reissue application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please add the following new claims: 

—17. (New) A gasoline tank or hollow body shell disposed where a conventional 
gasoline tank is normally disposed, comprising: 
a body member; and 

an illumination member associated with said body member. 

18. (New) The gasoline tank or hollow body shell of claim 17 wherein said body 
member is define by a front half portion and a back half portion and said illumination member 
is associated with the front half portion of said body member. 



U.S. Patent No. 5,634,706 

Applicant - James E. Barry 

Original Art Unit (Examiner) - 3406 (Quach) 

Title: ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR SHELL 

19. (New) The gasoline tank or hollow body shell of claim 17 wherein a portion 
of said body member is removed and at least a portion of said illumination member is disposed 
therein. 

20. (New) The gasoline tank or hollow body shell of claim 17 wherein said 
illumination member acts as a turn signal. 

21. (New) The gasoline tank or hollow body shell of claim 17 further including 
means for energizing said illumination member. 

22. (New) A method for constructing a gasoline tank or body shell which 
includes an illumination member, said method comprising the steps: 

(a) providing a body member in the shape of a conventional gasoline tank or 
body shell; and 

(b) associating an illumination member with said body member. 

23. (New) The method of claim 22 wherein step (b) includes associating the 
illumination member with a front half portion of said body member. 

24. (New) The method of claim 22 wherein step (b) comprises the steps of 
removing a portion of said body member and disposing at least a portion of said illumination 
member therein. 

25. (New) The method of claim 22 further comprising the step of providing 
means for energizing said illumination member. 

2 



U.S. Patent No. 5,634,706 

Applicant - James E. Barry 

Original Art Unit (Examiner) - 3406 (Quach) 

Title: ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR SHELL 

26. (New) An illumination device attached to a gasoline tank or a hollow body 
shell disposed where a conventional gasoline tank is normally disposed, said illumination 
device comprising: 

a body member adapted for attachment to the gasoline tank or hollow body shell, 

and 

an illumination member operatively associated with said body member; 
wherein said illumination member provides light to illuminate an adjacent area. 

27. (New) A gasoline tank or hollow body shell disposed where a conventional 
gasoline tank is normally disposed, comprising: 

a non-transparent body member; and 

an illumination member associated with said body member.-. 

REMARKS 

This Preliminary Amendment is being filed with the reissue application for U.S. 
Patent No. 5,634,706 which issued on June 3, 1997. The Preliminary Amendment and Reissue 
Application are being filed within two (2) years of the issue date of U.S. Patent No. 5,634,706. 

Claims 17 through 27 have been added. No new matter has been inserted. 
Claims 1-27 remain pending in the application. 

It is respectfully believed that the claims are in condition for allowance, and 

3 



U.S. Patent No. 5,634/706 

Applicant - James E. Barry 

Original Art Unit (Examiner) - 3406 (Quach) 

Title: ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR SHELL 



Applicant respectfully requests action to that end. 



In order to facilitate prosecution of this application, the Examiner is respectfully 



requested to contact the undersigned with any comments or suggestions the Examiner may 



Any additional charges, including Extensions of Time, please bill our Deposit 



have. 



Account No. 13-1130. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Malin, Haley, DiMaggio & Crosby, P.A. 




Daniel S. Polley #34,902 
One East Broward Boulevard 
Suite 1609 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301 



(954) 763-3303 



r\8688\AMEND\6808.003 



4 



1 

ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR SHELL 



This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. appli- 
cation Ser. No. 08/169.999. filed Dec. 17, 1993, now U.S. 
Pat No. 5.479324. 5 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to motorcycles 
and more particularly to installing illumination means within Q 
the gasoline tank area of a motorcycle. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

The motorcycle has been a means of fun and relatively 
inexpensive way of traveling for man y years. Recently, the 
motorcycle has found increased popularity and has become 15 
widely accepted by a substantial portion of the purchasing 
public as their primarily means of traveling. Accordingly, 
sales figures for various motorcycle companies have reached 
new highs in recent years. 

One problem which has continuously plagued motor cy- 20 
ciist is the visibility of the motorcycle while riding espe- 
cially riming night traveL This problem is further empha- 
sized by the fact that many motorcyclist wear dark clothing 
w£§n riding. Thus, many accidents involving motorcycles 
ate ! the result of the non-motorcyclist failing to see the 25 
nS^orcycIisL As the motorcycle itself provides minimal, if 
ajtjk protection to the motorcyclist many accidents involv- 
in^lmotorcycics result in serious bodily injury or even death 
t*|;fte motorcyclist. Such severe consequences often occur at 
relatively low traveling speeds. 30 
gjfk the automobile and truck industry the advent of neon 
lighting, ranging in various colors, around the license plate 
and/or under the frame of the vehicle has recently been used 
teg Enhance the visibility of the vehicle during nighttime 
drying as well as acting as novelty device. However, the use 35 
oflneon lighting is not as readily adaptable or applicable to 
rijdbrcycles. 

^Another problem is the fact that many motorcyclists 
rcjaove or disconnect the turn signals from their motorcycle 
fee|ing that the signals take away from the aesthetic features 40 
of the motorcycles as well as their own individuality. Thus, 
frequently no indication is given to other vehicles on the 
road when these motorcyclists are preparing to turn which in 
turn results in unnecessary accidents. 

Additionally, conventional motorcycle headlights merely 4 5 
illuminates the area approximately twenty-five (25) feet 
ahead of the motorcycle. Thus, the rider is normally not 
aware of the surface conditions on either side of the motor- 
cycle or directly in front of the motorcycle. Several prob- 
lems immediately become apparent from the lack of Alumi- 50 
nation around the motorcycle, including the inability to 
detect glass, sand, tires, or other items which may be 
disposed on the surface to which the rider is approaching or 
is about to turn onto. As such, serious injuries may occur 
which may have been prevented by improved or proper 55 
illumination around the motorcycle. 

Thus, what is needed in the art is a device or apparatus 
that allows for better iUumination and visibility of the 
motorcycle, as well as for the rider of the motorcycle, during 
night traveling. In addition, the device must be safe and not 60 
increase the chance of serious injury. 3t is, therefore, to the 
effective resolution of the aforementioned problems and 
shortcomings that the present invention is directed. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

65 

Generally, the invention relates to an iUuminated gasoline 
tank for a motorcycle. A gasoline tank- is constructed with a 



double-walled, hollow space allowing light to be visible 
externally through a variety of openings (designs). The 
design can incorporate solid or flashing lights, or could be 
used as substitute turn signals. 

5 In the first embodiment, at least one, and preferably both, 
outside portions of an existing gasoline tank are removed 
thus creating concave side panel portions and an opening in 
the sides of the gasoline tank. The side panels are removed 
by conventional means such as laser cutting, sawing, etc. A 

l0 flat side piece, with illumination means attached thereto, is 
welded to the gasoline tank at the side opening to seal the 
gasoline tanir An opening or design is created in the concave 
side panel and the side panel is welded back onto its original 
position on the side of the gasoline tank. A wire ox cord 
which is connected to the mumination means, is attached to 

15 the motorcycle battery, turn signal etc. to generate light 
through the opening on the side panel when desired. 

In a second embodiment the gasoline tanks are manu- 
factured with the flat side piece and Illumination means, and 
also are provided with connecting means for attachment of 

20 one of a plurality of side panels. In this embodiment various 
design side panels can be interchanged by the motorcyclists 
to suit his or her individual style. Thus, a multitude of 
transparent inserts (mounted internally) can be utilized to 
change the outward appearance of the flluminated gasoline 

25 tank. 

In a third emrx>dimcnt, a lighting means is provided 
underneath the gas tank to help illuminate the area in front 
and to the sides of the motorcycle. The lighting member is 
attached to the bottom surface of each side of the motorcycle 

30 tan lr by conventional means, such as velcro, tape, gluing, 
adhesives. etc The lighting means is provided with a reflec- 
tive surface area which reflects light received a l ight bulb in 
the direction in front of the motorcycle and to the side of the 
motorcycle corresponding to the side of the gasoline tank to 

3S which the motorcycle is attached. Thus, the lighting means 
illuminates the side and front areas adjacent the motorcycle 
to allow the rider to have better familiarity with the sur- 
roundings during nighttime travel. 

In either embodiment the original shape of the gasoline 

^ tanir is not altered. Therefore, the motorcycle retains its 
original look. 

It is an object of the present invention to enhance the 
visibility of a motorcycle rfnring nighttime travel while not 
altering the original look of the motorcycle. 
45 It is another object of the present invention to provide 
additional safety to a motorcyclist during night** 7 "^ travel. 

It is a further object of the present invention to reduce the 
number of motorcycle related accidents. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to increase 
50 the aesthetic beauty of a motorcycle. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide 
additional lighting on a motorcycle. 

It is an even still further object of the present invention to 
provide additional li ghting around the adjacent front and 
55 side area of a motorcycle. 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will 
become apparent from the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings wherein set 
forth, by way of Illustration and example, certain embodi- 
60 ments of this invention. The drawings constitute a part of 
this specification and include exemplary embodiments of the 
present invention and illustrate various objects and features 
thereof. 

65 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention may be better understood by reference to 
the drawings in which: 
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FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a motorcycic gasoline tank: 

FIG. 2 is isometric exploded view of the first embodiment 
of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 3 — 3 of 
FIG. 1; 5 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of tbe second embodiment of 
me present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a isometric exploded view of the second 
embodiment of the present invention; 1( 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of side panel shown in FIG. 

5; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a third embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a front elevational view illustrating the third i; 
embodiment of the present invention attached to a left tank 
of a split motorcycle gasoline tank; 

FIG. 9 is a side elevational view illustrating the third 
embodiment of the present invention attached to a motor- 
cycle gasoline tank; and 2C 

FIG. 10 is a bottom plan view illustrating the third 
crnbodiment of the present invention attached to a motor- 
cycle gasoline tank. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

The first embodiment of the present invention is shown in 
FIGS. 1-3. As seen in FIG. 1 a split gasoline tank 10 is 
generally shown as having a left side tank 14 and a right side 
taTiir 12 removably connected to the motorcycle frame 16 by K 
a series of bracket/bolt combinations 17. Fluid openings 18 
are disposed on the top of tanks 12 and 14. A fluid cap 20 
is also provided on the top of tanks 12 and 14 for sealing 
openings 18 as is conventional in the art Gasoline tank 10 
is disposed between the seat (not shown) and forks (not 35 
shown) of a motorcycle, typically at seat leveL 

As seen in the drawings a portion of the outside surfaces 
of tanlrg 12 and 14 as well as a portion of the front surfaces 
of the tanfe-s is removed by conventional means, such as laser 
catting, sawing, etc. Preferably, to create a uniformed look 40 
and to not destroy the aesthetics of the motorcycle, if one 
side portion is removed and altered in accordance with the 
present invention, then the other side portion wilf also be 
removed. However, the invention is not limited to such 
arrangement, and it is within the scope of the present 45 
invention to remove only a single outside portion. These 
design arrangements also apply to the front surface portion 
of tanks 12 and 14. Thus, any combination of the outside 
surfaces and front surfaces of tanks 12 and 14 is within the 
scope of the present invention. Furthermore, one or both of 50 
the front surfaces alone or one or both of the outside surfaces 
alone can also be removed and is within the scope of the 
present invention. 

Though gasoline tank 10 is shown as a split tank, it is to 
be understood that this is not limiting and it is within the 55 
scope of the present invention to utilize a single tank 
gasoline tank in replace of the split tank. Furthermore, the 
location of the gasoline tank on some brands of motorcycles 
is different than that described above. These motorcycles 
typically place the gasoline tank underneath the seat of the 60 
motorcycle and place a hollow shell resembling a gasoline 
tank- between the seat and forks. Thus, it is also to be 
understood, that these hollow shells are also within the scope 
of the present invention. Accordingly, all references to a 
"lank" hereinafter shall also mean a hollow shell. 65 

As mentioned above, an outside surface portion and a 
front surface portion can be removed from tank 14 to create 
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a side panel 24 and a front panel 26. However, the removal 
of such panels does not affect the location or function of 
opening 18 and gas cap 20. The removal of panels 24 and 26 
from rank" 14 create openings 32 ana 34. respectively. 
5 exposing the inside area 13 wnerc the gasoline is norma fly 
retained. Thus, to establish a gasoline tanitflat side panel 40 
and flat front panel 46 arc welded into openings 32 ana 34. 
respectively. Similarly, as seen in HG. 1. if the outside 
surface portion and front surface porno n of tank 12 are 
removed, openings 30 and 36. respectively ■will be created. 
1 In this situation the removal of these surface portions creates 
second side panel 22 and secoad front panel 2$. Thus, to 
establish a gasoline tnnir with these surface portions 
removed, a second flat side panel 60 (FIG. 3) and a second 
Sat front panel (not shown) are aiso welded into openings 30 
l5 and 36. respectively. 

Iliurmnarion means 42 is shown attached to the outside 
surface of flat side panel 40 by conventional mrans such as 
screws- bolts, glue, hook and loop fasteners, etc Similarly. 
Sumiaarion means 48 is shown attached to flat front panel 
f 46. Jll i-rmiTtari nn can be at least one light circuit and one light 
. Sulfa. Electrical wires or cores 44 and 50 are shown attached 
T"tp and banging down from iilirminarion means 42 and 4S. 
y Respectively. Cords 44 and 50 are attached to the motorcycle 
JjatTrry (not shown) or other electrical circuits of the motor- 
h .Cycle according to the partem of light desired, Lc. continu- 
i?;;pusiy on. flashing, wired to flash in conjunction with turning. 
; ! etc. 

*;;f An opciiing 25 and 27 is provided through panels 24 and 
-^1 £6, respectively in order to see iUiiminadon means 42 and 
& 48, respectively. Opening 25 or 27 can be of any design 
f- ?=sdcsircd by the motorcyclist to correspond with the motor- 
l^cydisr/s image. ALL that is necessary is that sufficient light. 
yjfrom the respective iilrrmi nation means, is seen through 
3^-1 openings 25 and 27. Preferably, openings 25 and 27 can be 
|v£ created by laser cutting, which provides the accrrracy when 
, p.a detailed design opening is required. However, the present 
invention is not limited to such and other conventional detail 
carting methods are within the scope of the present inven- 
don. Gear or different colored tint glass can be inserted in 
openings 25 or 27 to provide protection to iHurmnarion 
means 42 and 4S, respectively. 

Once flat panels 40 and 46 have been welded to tank: 14 
at openings 32 and 34. respectively, panels 24 and 26. with 
45 their respective designs or openings 25 and 27, arc ready to 
be attached to their respective original positions on tank 14. 
Panels 24 and 26 are attached by conventional means such 
as welding. A notch (sec second cmrx>diment HG. 6) is 
provided in the bottom of panels 24 and 26 to create a 
<q passageway for cords 44 and 50. However, it is to be 
understood that the notch can be located anywhere on the 
panels and still be within the scope of the present invcaaoo. 
All that is required is that access is provided for the cords jo 
the motorcycle ' s battery, eiectncal circuirry or wherever the 
j 5 cords are to be connected. After panels 24 and 26 are 
weitieti. tank 14 is repainted. Once repainted one viewing 
the tanic will not be able to see that porno qs of the tame naa 
been removed or altered. 

In the secoad crrirx>tiiiiicnt of the present invention gaso- 
60 line tank 102 is nianuiacrurcd with flat side panel 104 or 3 at 
front panel (not shown) integrally coastraacti. Thus, the 
outline lines of flni side panel 104 shown in FIG. 5 arc for 
illustration purposes only and do not aDoear on the com- 
mcrciai embodiment of the present invention, since the Sat 
65 panel is pan of the original constructed gasoline tank 102. 
In this secoad cmoodimcat. i-mfc 102 is provided with 
connections means for arxacrrment of one of a pturaiirv or 
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side panels 106. In the preferred embodiment, the connec- 
tion means includes an elongated L- shaped bracket 110 
attached to the outer surface of flat side panel 104 which is 
removably connected to a corresponding elongated 
L^shaped bracket 112 attached to the inner surface of side 5 
panel 106. Bracket 112 is positioned inverted from bracket 
110 to provide an interlock connection between the two 
brackets. Preferably, brackets 110 and 112 are welded to 
panels 104 and 106. respectively. Side panel retaining means 
is provided to help maintain the interlock between brackets 
110 and 112. In the preferred embodiment, the retaining 
means is at least one nut 114. preferably two nuts (114a and 
1146). welded to the bottom of tank 102. Corresponding nuts 
U6a and 1166 (116 if oniy a single nut) are provided on the 
bottom of panel 106. However, the location of the retaining 15 
means will depend on the location of the connection means. 
All that is required is that side panel 106 does not come off 
during traveling. As such, various different locations along 
tanfr 102 for the connection means and retaining means are 
possible and are within the scope of the present invention. ^ 

Thus, to connect panel 106 to flat panel 104. bracket 112 
is inserted within the channel disposed between by bracket 
U0 and flat panel 104. Panel 106 is pivoted around this 
mating point until nuts 11 6a and 1162? are properly aligned 
with nuts 114a and 114c. respectively. Bolts 118a and 1186 ^ 
(118 if only a single nut) are inserted through the aligned 
centerholes of nuts" 114a. 116a and 1146, 1166, respectively, 
to retain panel 106 in its locked position with panel 104. 
Alternatively* small locks (not shown) can be inserted 
through the centerholes of nuts 114a. 116a and 1146, 1166 ^ 
to help prevent panel 106 from being stolen. 

IHuininarion means 107 can be provided attached to flat 
side panel 104 during the construction of gasoline tank 102. 
SiTTwIar to the first ernbodimenU illumination means 107 can 
be at least one light circuit and one light bulb. An electrical 35 
wire or cord (see first embodiment not shown in second 
embodiment) is attached to and hanging down from illumi- 
nation remans 107. The cord is attached to the motorcycle 
battery (not shown) or other electrical circuits of the motor- 
cycle according to the pattern of light desired, Le. continu- 40 
ousiy on. flashing, wired to flash in conjunction with turning, 
etc. A notch 120 is provided in the bottom of panel 106 to 
create a passageway for the cord. However, it is to be 
understood that the notch can be located anywhere on the 
panel and still be within the scope of the present invention. 45 
All that is required is that access is provided for the cord to 
the motorcycle 1 s battery, electrical circuitry or wherever the 
cords are to be connected. 

If ill uminati on means 107 is provided, then panel 106 
must have an opening 108 in order to see such illumination. 50 
Opening 108 can be any design desired by the motorcyclist 
to correspond with the motorcyclist's image. All that is 
necessary is that sufficient light, from the inuminarion 
means, is seen through openings 108. Preferably, opening 
108 is created by laser cutting, which provides the accuracy 55 
when a detailed design opening is required 

The second embodiment of the present invention can 
alternatively be used to allow the motorcyclist to have 
interchangeable side panels to suit his or her individual style. 
In such case, the motorcyclist chooses one from a plurality 60 
of side panels to be removably attached to the motorcycle's 
gasoline tank or shell. The side panel is attached with the 
connection means and retaining means described above. 
However, when attaching to a shelL the fiat side panel is not 
required as long as connection means and retaining means is 65 
provided on the shell itself. In this alternative second 
embodiment no ill umina tion means or notch is required 



Thus, it is optional whether to create an opening in the side 
panel. In the preferred embodiment no opening would be 
created and the side panel would have different designs 
painted on its outside surface. 

5 When it is desired to replace or interchange the side panel 
disposed on tank 102 with a different panel, bolts 11 8c and 
HSb are removed nuts 114a, 1142? and 116c. 116b t 
respectively, thus releasing the retaining connections of the 
nuts. The interconnection between brackets 110 and 112 is 

l0 also released, thus, allowing the side panel to be removed. 
A different side panel, having the same connection means 
and retaining means in design and position as the replaced 
side paneL is then connected to tank 102 as described above 
for side panel 106. Thus, the second embodiment of the 
present invention provides the motorcyclist with a limitless 

15 amount of design patterns for the tank of his or her motor- 
cycle. 

It is to be understood that the teachings of the different 
emrxxiimeats of the present invention can be applied to 
either of the front surface or either of the side surfaces of the 
201 gasoline tank or shell For example, though the second 
embodiment only discusses one side panel it is to be 
^ understood that such teaching is applicable to either side 
panel as well as either front panel. Additionally, though the 
W first embodiment only describes a single front surface and a 
fff single side surface, it is to be understood that such teaching 
i - 1 is applicable to either side panel as well as cither front paneL 
ffii In a third embodiment, an external lighting means 302 is 
; ! ! provided underneath a motorcycle gas tank 300. which is 
attached to the motorcycle frame 301. to help muminate the 
jCj'f area in front and to the sides of the motorcycle. It is to be 
B understood that external lighting means 302 can be utilized 
1 K i with a single gasoline tank or a split gasoline tank. 
M Preferably, external Hghting means 302 areprcmdedonboth 
y J sides of tank 300 to illuminate both side areas adjacent to the 
jp motorcycle. 

Lighting means 302 is attached to a bottom surface 303 of 
* -a each side of motorcycle tank 300 by conventional means, 
such as velcro. tape, gluing, adhesives. etc. Preferably, 
ij^ lighting means 302 is attached to bottom surface 303 as 
close as possible to the motorcycle frame or along inner edge 
305 of bottom surface 303. However, such is not limiting 
and ligh ting means may be attached along any area of 
bottom surface 303. 
45 External lighting means 302 includes an L- shaped trans- 
parent member 304, preferably constructed from glass or 
plastic, which is attached to a curved body member 312. 
However, other materials for transparent member 304 may 
be utilized and are within the scope of the invention. 
50 Transparent member 304 includes transparent surfaces 306. 
308 and 310. while curved body member 312 is provided 
with an reflective inner surface area 314. Reflective surface 
314 may be a foil member or a shiny glossy inner surface. 
However, such is not limiting and any reflective means may 
55 be provided for inner surface 314 of body member 312. 
Due to the predefined curved shape of body member 312. 
surface 314 reflects light received from fUumination member 
320 through transparent surfaces 306, 308 and 310 to 
illuminate the side and front areas adjacent the motorcycle 
60 to allow the rider to have better familiarity with the sur- 
roundings during nighttime travel Lighting means 302 
illuminates the entire side and front of the motorcycle and 
the surrounding area adjacent thereto and also Mghlights the 
chrome of the motorcycle engine to provide additional 
65 visibility of the motorcycle for safety purposes. 

An aperture 316 is provided in curved body member for 
passing through a cord 318 which is attached at one end to 
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illumination member 320 and at the other end to the motor- 
cycle circuitry (not shown) to provide power to illuminarioD 
member 320. Alternatively. iUumination member 320 may 
be powered by other conventional means including, but not 
limited to, a wheel generator or battery means, such as a 9 5 
volt battery (not shown), to eliminate the need for cord 318 
and aperture 316. Transparent member 304 can be remov- 
ably attached to body member 312 to allow lor replacement 
of bulb 320. Alternatively, transparent member 304 is per- 
manently attached to body member 312. and the entire 10 
external lighting means 302 is replaced once iHiUTiinariofl 
member 320 has burned out. 

771m m' nati on member 320 can be a light bulb or low 
voltage fluorescent tube. Furthermore, it is to be understood 
that other iUuxoinarion means may be utilized which will 15 
ittuminate the side and front areas adjacent the motorcycle. 
Clips 330 can be attached, by conventional means, to body 
member 312. to securely hold iHumination member 320 in 
place. Other holding means, such as brackets, adhesives, 
etc.. may be provided in lieu of clips 330. and are considered 20 
within the scope of the present invention. 

IUuininarion member 320 may be wired to be on while the 
motorcycle engine is turned on. or can be wired to be on only 
in certain situations, such as wiring to the turn signal 
circuitry. When on. lighting means 302 gives the motorcycle 25 
a wider image to help other drivers see the motorcycle 
during nighttime travel, while also improving the motorcy- 
clist's visibility of the adjacent surroundings during night- 
time travel, both resulting in increased safety to the 
motorcyclists, as well as other drivers and civilians. 30 

It is to be understood that while I have illustrated and 
described certain forms of my invention, it is not to be 
limited to the specific forms or arrangement of parts herein 
described and shown. It will be apparent to those skilled in 35 
the art that various changes may be made without departing 
from the scope of the invention and the invention is not to 
be considered limited to what is shown in the drawings and 
described in the specification. 

What I claim is: ^ 

1. An external Slurnination device disposed underneath a 
gasoline tank of a motorcycle or a hollow body shell 
disposed where a conventional motorcycle gasoline tank is 
normally disposed, to provide light to an adjacent side and 
front ground area to help aid in the visibility of the motor- 45 
cycle while also improving the visibility of the surroundings 

to a motorcyclist while he or she is riding the motorcycle, the 
gasoline tank or shell having a bottom surface portion, said 
external Hhrmination device comprising: 
a body member having an outer surface and an inner 
surface, the inner surface of said body member pro- 
vided with a reflective member, the outer surface of 
said body member attached to a bottom surface of said 
motorcycle gasoline tank; and 
an illumination member operatively connected to said 55 

body member, 
said iUumination member provides light which is reflected 
by the reflective member and illurninating the adjacent 
side and front ground area around the motorcycle whiie 
improving the visibility of the surrounding to the 60 
motorcyclist. 

2. The external ulurnination device of claim 1. further 
including a transparent member attached to said body 
member, wherein the light reflected by said reflective mem- 
ber is passed through the transparent member. 65 

3. The external iBuniination device of claim 1. wherein 
said body member is curved shaped. 
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4. The external illuminauon device of claim 1. wherein 
said body member is removably attached to the bottom 
surface of said motorcycle gasoiine lank. 

5. The external illumination device of claim 4. wherein 
5 said body member is removably attached adjacent an inner 

edge of the bottom surface of said motorcycle gasoiine tank. 

6. The external illumination device of claim 1. wherein 
said body member is attached adjacent an inner edge of the 
bottom surface of said motorcycle gasoiine tank. 

7. The external iHurriinaiion device of claim 1. wherein 
said illumination member is replaceable. 

8. An external illumination device disposed underneath a 
gasoiine r^nk- of a motorcycle or a hollow body shell 
disposed where a conventional motor cycle gasoiine tank is 
normally disposed, to provide light to an adjacent side and 

15 front ground area to help aid in the visibility of the motor- 
cycle while also improving the visibiliry of the surroundings 
to a motorcyclist while he or she is riding the motorcycle, the 
gasoiine tank or shell having a bottom surface portion, said 
external illumination device comprising: 

20 p^a body member having an outer surface and an inner 
% 2 surface, the inner surface of said body member pro- 
Vi.l vided with a reflective member, the outer surface of 
|;.| said body member attached to a bottom surface of said 
f\ | motorcycle gasoline tank: and 

25 I an jSinnrniarion member operariveiy associated with said 
* ! ;f body member, 

li * wherein said iUumination member provides light which is 
|l j reflected by the reflective member and iEuminaring the 
ff\ adjacent side and front ground area; 
30 *" said iHuminarion member is removably attached to said 
^ body member by at least one dip member, said clip 
|1 member attached to said body member and depending 
fj| therefrom. 

^L- 9, An external inumination device disposed underneath a 
35 ^gasoline tank of a motorcycle or a hollow body shell 
jh&isposed where a conventional motorcycle gasoiine tank is 
y formally disposed, to provide light to an adjacent side and 
'jifront ground area to help aid in the visfoiiitv of the motor- 
"cycle while also improving the visibiiiry of the surroundings 
^ to a motorcyclist while he or she is riding the motorcycle, the 
gasoiine tank or shell having a bottom surface portion, said 
external iUurninarion device comprising: 

a curved body member having an outer surface and an 
inner surface, the inner surface of said curved body 
45 member provided with a reflective member, the outer 
surface of said curved body member attached to a 
bottom surface of said motorcycle gasoiine tank; 
a transparent member attached to said curved body mem- 
ber fo rming an area; and 
50 an illumination member disposed within said area formed 
by said transparent member and said curved body 
member; 

said Summation member provides light which is reflected 
by the reflective member through the transparent mem- 
55 ber and iUuminating the adjacent side and front ground 
area around the motorcycle while unproving the vis- 
ibiiiry of the surrounding to the motorcyclist, 

10. The external illuminahoa device of claim 9. wherein 
said curved body member is removably attached to the 

60 bottom surface of said motorcycle gasoline tank- 

11. The external iHuminarion device of claim 10. wherein 
said curved body member is removably attached adjacent an 
inner edge of the bottom surface of said motorcycle gasoline 
tank. 

65 12. The external ifluininanon device of claim 9. wherein 
said curved body member is attached adjacent an inner edge 
of the bottom surface of said motorcycle gasoline tank: 



13. The external iliuminatioii device of claim 9. wherein 
said illumination member is replaceable. 

14. An external iUumination device disposed underneath 
a gasoiine tank of a motorcycle or a hollow body shell 
disposed where a conventional motorcycle gasoline tank- is 5 
normally disposed, to provide light to an adjacent side and 
front ground area to help aid in the visibility of the motor- 
cycle while also improving the visibility of the surroundings 

to a motorcyclist while he or she is riding the motorcycle, the 
gasoline tank or shell having a bottom surface portion, said 10 
external iHimiination device comprising: 

a curved body member having an outer surface and an 
inner surface, the inner surface of said curved body 
member provided with a reflective member, the outer 
surface of said curved body member attached to a 15 
bottom surface of said motorcycle gasoiine tanlr- 
a transparent member attached to said curved body mem- 
ber forming an area; and 
an inurnination member disposed within said area formed 
by said transparent member and said curved body 
member; 

said iUumination member provides light which is reflected 
by the reflective member through the transparent mem- 
ber and iUuminating the adjacent side and front ground 25 
area; 

said iUiiminarion member is removably attached to said 
curved body member by at least one clip member, said 
clip member attached to said curved body member and 
depending merefronL 

15. An external tiiurnination device disposed underneath 
a gasoline tank of a motorcycle or a hollow body shell 
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disposed where a conventional motorcycle gasoiine tank is 
normally disposed, to provide iignt to an adjacent side and 
front ground area to help aid in the visibility of the motor- 
cvcie while also improving the -visibility of the surroundings 
5 to a motorcyclist while he or she is riding the motorcycle, the 
gasoiine tank or sheil having a bottom surface portion, said 
external illumination device comprising: 

a curved body member having an outer surface and an 
inner surface, the inner surface of said curved body 
10 memocr provided with a reflective member, the outer 
surface of said curved boay member attached to a 
bottom surface of said motorcycle gasoline tank: 
a transparent member attached to said curved body mcm- 
i< ber forming an area; and 

a replaceable mumination member disposed within said 
area formed by said transparent member and said 
curved body member, said iHumination member 
removably attached to said curved body member by at 
20 least one clip member, said dip member attached to 
f said curved body member and depending therefrom: 

Ui said ffluminarion member provides light which is reflected 
1 7\ by the reflective member through the transparent mem- 

^■1 25 ber and fflnminaring the adjacent side and front ground 
\"'\ area. 

^ 16. The external iEuminarion device of claim 15 wherein 
[|1 said curved body member is removably attached to said 
I \ \ motorcycle gasoiine tank, adjacent an inner edge of the 
?n 30 bottom' surface of said motorcycle gasoline tank. 
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ABSTRACT 



Disclosed is a double- wailed gasoline or tiuid tank having a 
hollow space allowing light to be visible externally through 
a variety of openings or designs. A concave side pornon of 
an existing tank- [ s removed and a flat side wall, having an 
illumination device attached thereto, is attached where the 
original side portion was removed to create a new tank. An 
opening is created on the original side portion and the 
original side portion is reattached to the tank. The illumi- 
nation device provides light through the opening in the 
original side portion. In an alternative emrxxLiment a light- 
ing device is provided underneath the gas tank to help 
illuminate the area in front and to the sides of the motor- 
cycle. The lighting device is provided with a reflective 
surface area which reflects light received a light bulb in the 
direction in front of the motorcycle and to the side of the 
motorcycle corresponding to the side of the gasoline tank to 
which the motorcycle is attached. 
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REISSUE APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE INVENTOR 



Docket No. 8688.6808 
Original Patent No. 5,634,706 
Issue Date: June 3, 1997 
Inventor: James E. Barry 
Title: ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR 

SHELL 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are stated below next to my name. 
I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor of the subject matter which is 
described and claimed in patent number 5,634,706, granted June 3, 1997, and for 
which a reissue patent is sought on the invention entitled ILLUMINATED GAS TANK 
OR SHELL, the specification of which 

[X] is attached hereto. 

[] was filed on as reissue application number and was amended on . 

I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, 
including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 
I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as 
defined in 37 CFR 1.56. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.178, I am the inventor of the original patent and I offer to 
surrender the original patent. Ownership of the patent is in the inventor, and no 
assignment of the patent has been made. 

I verily believe the original patent to be wholly or partly inoperative or invalid, for the 
reasons described below. 

[] by reason of a defective specification or drawing. 

[X] by reason of the patentee claiming more or less than he had the right to claim 

in the patent. 
[] by reason of other errors. 

At least on error upon which reissue is based is described as follows: 

An error was made in not claiming an entire gasoline tank that is associated with an illumination element, 
as well as the method of construction for such device. The issued claims only pertain to a lighting device 
which is attached to a gasoline tank. The issued claims are also too narrow in that they are limited to 
a specific attachment location on the gasoline tank. 
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All errors corrected in this reissue application arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the 
applicant. As a named in inventor, I hereby appoint the following attorney(s) and/or agent(s) to prosecute 
this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 

Barry L Haley, Registration No. 25,339 
Dale Paul DiMaggio, Registration No, 31,823 
Kevin P. Crosby, Registration No. 32,123 
Daniel S. Polley, Registration No. 34,902 
Loren D. Pearson, Registration No. 42,987 
Jeffrey H. Kamenetsky, Registration No. 44,179 

Correspondence Address: Direct all communication about the application to: 

Dante! S. Polley, Esq. 
Malin, Haley, DiMaggio & Crosby, P.A. 
One East Broward Boulevard 

Suite 1609 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
United States of America 

(954) 763-3303 
(954) 522-6507 (facsimile) 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements 
made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with 
the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine and 
imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application, any patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this declaration is directed. 

James E. Barry 

Full Name of Sole or First Inventor 



Date 

3251 Northwest 11th Avenue, Coral Springs, Florida 33065 

Post Office Address United States of America 

Citizenship 



Inyj^rftor's Signature 

Coral Springs Florida 

Residence 
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DECLARATION AS TO LOSS OF LETTERS PATENT 



Docket No. 8688.6808 



Original Patent No.: 5,634,706 
Issued: June 3, 1997 

Inventor: James E. Barry 

Title: ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR SHELL 

I hereby declare that: 

I am the applicant for a reissue patent based on the original patent identified below. 



Name of Patentee(s): James E. Barry 

Patent Number: 5,634,706 

Title of Invention: ILLUMINATED GAS TANK OR SHELL 

Reissue Application Number: June 3, 1997 



The said original patent is lost or inaccessible. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine and imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent issuing thereon, or 
any patent to which this declaration is directed, 

Date: L-QfW «=?j£» ^ 

Applicant 



James E. Barry 
Typed or Printed Name 
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